
 

 

(excerpted from Match Charter Public High School’s Student & Family Handbook for 2025-2026) 
 
 

6. PROMOTION POLICY/GRADES 
A. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
In order to earn a high school diploma from Match High School, a student must satisfy Match’s graduation 
requirements and earn a Competency Determination in relevant subject areas. 
 
To satisfy Match’s graduation requirements, a Match student must (i) successfully earn the required number of 
credits in the subject areas listed in Table A-1 below; and (ii) take their designated MCAS exams in English Language 
Arts, Math, and Science. Students are no longer required to pass the MCAS exams for English Language Arts, Math, 
and Science in order to graduate, but students must take the exams to be eligible to graduate from Match High 
School. 
 
Match High School uses a credit-based system for determining graduation readiness. As described in the Promotion 
and Grading Policies below, one (1) course credit is earned by passing a course with a grade of 70% or higher. Match 
is proud that our graduation requirements exceed the standards set forth by MassCore. In accordance with our 
mission to prepare students for college, the Match High School principal reserves the right to consider, among other 
relevant factors, the MassCore recommendations in cases when a student’s readiness to graduate is disputed or in 
question. 

 

 
Courses 

Number of 
required credits 

English Language Arts 4 

Math (including completion of Algebra 2) 4 
Science 4 

Humanities (including U.S. History and World History) 4 

Composition 1 

World Language (at least two credits of the same language) 2 
Health, Fitness, & Fine Arts  

Physical Education .5 

Creative Arts/Other 1 

Table A-1 
 
In addition to satisfying Match’s graduation requirements, described above, students must also earn a Competency 
Determination (“CD”) in relevant subject areas to receive a diploma. 
 
To earn a CD, a Match student must show a mastery of skills in English Language Arts, Math, and Science, and 
satisfactorily complete relevant coursework aligned to the standards measured by the high school English Language 
Arts, Math, and Science MCAS assessments administered in 2023. Beginning with the graduating class of 2027, 
students must show mastery and satisfactorily complete coursework with respect to U.S. History as well. 
 
A student may earn a CD by earning credit in each of the courses identified in Table A-2 below and passing the final 
assessments for those courses. As needed, a student may earn credit for a required course through Senior Extension, 
Summer Academy, and individual student plan options, as described in the Promotion Policy below. In addition, 
alternative methods for students to demonstrate mastery include successful completion of a capstone or portfolio 
project, passing a proficiency exam, or passing an alternative course certified by Match as meeting the CD 
coursework requirements. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/ccte/courses-learning/masscore/default.html


 

 

English Language Arts Math Science 
U.S. History  

(beginning with the 
graduating class of 2027) 

● English 9 
● English 10 

● Algebra 1 
● Geometry 

● Biology ● U.S. History 

Table A-2 
 
Students who met the CD standard in English Language Arts, Math, and/or Science prior to January 3, 2025, (i.e., 
students who earned a CD through a regular or retest administration of the MCAS, or through a DESE appeal process) 
retain that benefit. Also, middle school Math courses may be certified by Match as meeting the coursework 
requirement for the Math component of the CD, as appropriate. 
 
Additional considerations with respect to the CD: 
 

● Students Receiving Special Education or Related Supports/Accommodations. All students, including those 
with IEPs and/or 504 Accommodation Plans, must earn a CD to be eligible to receive a high school diploma. 
A student’s IEP and/or 504 Accommodation Plan shall reflect any specialized supports, modifications, or 
alternative demonstration methods determined appropriate by the student’s IEP Team or 504 Team, as 
appropriate, to enable the student to make effective progress toward earning the CD. 

● English Learners. Match students who are English Learners shall have an equal opportunity to earn a CD. 
Accordingly, English Language Development (ELD) courses, as listed in Table B-1 below, shall count towards 
a student’s satisfaction of Match’s CD requirements with respect to English Language Arts. 

● Late-Enrolling Students. Students who enrolled at Match High School after Grade 9 shall have an equal 
opportunity to earn a CD. As needed, Match shall determine a late-enrolling student’s eligibility for a CD by 
engaging in a transcript review to determine any former credits to be carried over and/or by considering 
the student’s qualifying MCAS score(s) (i.e., “Meeting Expectations” or higher). In any event, Match shall 
ensure that its CD requirements with respect to subject matter mastery and satisfactory coursework 
completion are met prior to determining that a student has earned a CD. 

● Previously-Enrolled Students. Students in the Match High School graduating classes of 2003 through 2024 
who did not earn a diploma as a result of failing to meet CD requirements at the time may be eligible to 
receive a diploma if they meet Match’s current CD requirements and graduation requirements. Any such 
eligible student may request a diploma by contacting the Match High School Principal. 

● Appeals. A student may appeal Match’s decision to award or deny a CD to that student by submitting a 
written appeal to the Principal. Match’s decision with respect to the CD will remain in effect until and unless 
the Principal reverses the decision in writing on appeal. In determining whether to reverse or uphold 
Match’s determination with respect to the CD, the Principal shall consider factors including, but not limited 
to, the student’s academic performance and progress towards meeting the CD requirements. The Principal 
shall issue a written decision on the appeal, by June 30th of the same academic year, and that decision shall 
reflect Match’s final position with respect to the CD.  

 

B. COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

Subject 9th  10th  11th  12th  
English 
Language Arts 

● English 9 ● English 10 ● English 11 
● AP English Literature 

● English 12 
● AP English Language 

English 
Language 
Development* 

● ELD1 
● ELD2 
● ELD3 

● ELD1 
● ELD2 
● ELD3 

● ELD1 
● ELD2 
● ELD3 

● ELD1 
● ELD2 
● ELD3 
● ELD4 



 

 

Composition/ 
World 
Language 

● Composition 9 ● Spanish 1 
● Pre-AP Spanish 

● Spanish 2 
● AP Spanish Language 

● Spanish 2 
● AP Spanish Language 

History ● World History I ● World History II 
● AP World History 

● U.S. History 
● AP U.S. History 
● AP Seminar (G11/12) 

● AP US Government & 
Politics 

● US Government & 
Politics 

● AP Research 
Math ● Algebra 1 ● Geometry ● Algebra 2 ● Statistics 

● AP Calculus 
● AP Precalculus 

Science • Biology • Chemistry ● Physics 
● AP Computer Science 

Principles (G11/12) 

● Anatomy & Physiology 
● AP Computer Science-A 
● AP Biology 

Tutor-led ● Tutorial ● Tutorial   

Electives ● Physical Education 
● Music 
● Visual Arts 
● Health 

● Physical Education 
● Music 
● Visual Arts 
● SAT Prep 

● Physical Education 
● Music 
● College Counseling 
● SAT Prep 
● Pre-AP Art 

● Physical Education 
● College Counseling 
● AP 2D Art & Design 

Table B-1 

 
* These four English Language Development (EDL) courses available for high school students are full-year, Pass/Fail 
courses that can count towards satisfaction of a student’s English Language Arts competency determination and 
graduation requirement. In most cases, students enrolled in these courses will also be enrolled in at least one grade-
level Humanities course with their grade-level peers. Up to two (2) of these courses may count towards a student’s 
English Language Arts competency determination and graduation requirement. 

• English Language Development 1 (ELD1). This course is available for newcomers, SLIFE students, or 
students whose performance has been categorized as ‘entering’ on their most recent ACCESS or WIDA 
Screener. Match uses the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) English 3D’s Language Launch course, Volume 
1. This curriculum focuses on: providing explicit instruction in the four domains of reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening; critical language functions, features, and academic vocabulary; and using 
multimodal activities focused on topics that strengthen language acquisition.  

• English Language Development 2 (ELD2). This course is available for students determined eligible based on 
a student's performance of 'emerging' on the student's most recent ACCESS as well as a student's academic 
performance in grade-level, co-taught, English and History courses. ELD2 uses Volume 2 of HMH’s English 
3D’s Language Launch course, which focuses on: providing explicit instruction in the four domains of 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening; critical language functions, features, and academic vocabulary; 
and using multimodal activities focused on topics that strengthen language acquisition. 

• English Language Development 3 (ELD3). This course is available for students whose performance on 
ACCESS and in class summative assessments has been categorized as ‘developing.’ ELD3 uses HMH’s English 
3D Course A or B. This curriculum provides opportunities for daily spoken and written responses, and 
advances students’ understanding of English vocabulary, sentence structure, and grammar. It also engages 
students in close reading, academic interactions, presentation, and formal writing. The goal is to prepare 
students for success on the WIDA ACCESS test, standardized high-stakes assessments (MCAS, PSAT, etc.), 
and in content area classes. 



 

 

• English Language Development 4 (ELD4). This course is available for students whose performance on their 
most recent ACCESS has been categorized as ‘expanding’ or ‘bringing’, and for senior students who seek 
further support. In addition to using HMH’s English 3D Course B or C, ELD4 focuses on oral fluency and 
presentation-style projects, and strengthens critical skills students will need to join a work force or higher 
education course that is English language based. 

 

C. PROMOTION POLICY 
 

A passing grade for a course at Match High School is 70% or higher, and a passing grade for a year-long course 
equates to one (1) credit earned. Students will be promoted into the next course in the following academic year for 
every course passed. For courses students fail, they will need to recover all credits for graduation. 

Match High School offers several credit recovery options, including Summer Academy, Senior Extension, and 
individualized credit recovery plans. All required credits must be recovered with a 70% or higher grade to earn a 
diploma. 

 

If, after 4 years at Match, a student has 
passed MCAS, but is …. 

That student’s options are… 

Missing 1 credit Senior Extension (recover 1 credit in June, pre-graduation) 

Missing 2 credits only Summer Academy (recover 2 credits, August Graduation) 

Missing 3 or more credits Individual student plan made in collaboration with the 
student, their parent(s)/guardian(s), and Match. This could 
mean August Graduation or entail a fifth year at Match. 

 
For students with IEPs, the decision to retain or promote a student is solely within Match’s discretion, taking the 
student's IEP into consideration. A student’s IEP Team determines the services and accommodations that are 
reasonably calculated to enable the student to make effective progress, but the IEP Team does not determine 
whether a student is promoted or retained. As a reminder, a student with an IEP must earn a Competency 
Determination and meet Match’s graduation requirements to be eligible to earn a high school diploma. 

Students and parents will be notified of the possibility of class retention or summer school at the end of quarters 2 
and 3 each year. Decisions concerning retention or summer school will not be finalized until June. Students will be 
ineligible to walk in the graduation ceremony if they are missing credits. 

D. GRADING POLICY 

a) Grading Scale 

Match High School uses an A – F grading scale for all classes and a 4.0 scale for calculating grade point average 
(“GPA”). A passing grade at Match High School is 70% (C-) or higher. 

 

Letter A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D F 

% 97-100 93-96 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 60-69 <60 

GPA 4.00 4.00 3.667 3.333 3 2.667 2.333 2 1.667 0 0 
 



 

 

Other alphanumeric grades include I (incomplete), NG (no grade), and W (withdrawn). They all have zero grade 
points and are not included in the GPA calculation. 

 
For classes with a Pass/Fail grade scale, the grades & grade points will be as follows: 

 

P 
(Passing) 

F 
(Failure) 

70-100 0-69 

4.00 0 

 
Added Value: Core academic courses (i.e., Match courses aside from tutor-led courses, AP courses, and electives) 
have an added GPA point value of 0.5 and AP courses have an added GPA point value of 1.0, used in Weighted GPA 
calculations. 
 
In 2025-2026, the following grade scales will be used for these courses: 

 

A-F Grade Scale P/F Grade Scale Ungraded 

● English 9/10/11/12, Foundational English, 
AP Lit, AP Lang, Composition 9 

● Algebra 1, Foundational Math, Geometry, 
Algebra 2, AP Pre-Calculus, Statistics, AP 
Calculus 

● Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy & 
Physiology, Foundational Science, AP 
Biology 

● Foundational History, World History, US 
History, US Gov & Politics, AP World 
History, AP US History, AP US Gov & Politics, 
AP Seminar, AP Research 

● Spanish I/II, Pre-AP Spanish, AP Spanish 
Language 

● AP Computer Science Principles, AP 
Computer Science-A 

● Pre-AP Art, AP Art 

● Music I/II/III 
● Visual Arts I/II 
● Physical Education 
● Health 
● SAT Prep 
● Tutorial (9th & 10th) 
● Life Skills, Executive 

Functioning (sub-sep) 
● College & Careers (11th) 

● Advisory 
● College & Careers/ACED 

(12th) 

 
 

To request a student’s transcript, contact the Match High School front desk (MHSFrontOffice@matchschool.org). 
 

b) Term Weighting 

For grades 9-11, marking terms will be weighted as listed below. For classes that do not have a Midterm or Final, no 
grade will appear in those marking terms, and the rest of the quarters will be distributed proportionally: 

 

Y1 

Q1 Q2 A1 
(Midterm) 

Q3 Q4 A2 
(Final) 

20% 20% 10% 20% 20% 10% 

mailto:MHSFrontOffice@matchschool.org


 

 

For 12th grade, marking terms will be weighted as listed below. This differs from G9-G11 due to enrichment 
opportunities scheduled for the end of year. For classes that do not have a Midterm or Final, no grade will appear in 
those marking terms, and the rest of the quarters will be distributed proportionally: 

 

Y1 

Q1 Q2 A1 
(Midterm) 

Q3 Q4 A2 
(Final) 

24% 24% 10% 24% 8% 10% 

 
c) Grading Within a Quarter 

 
A student’s grade represents a combination of both mastery and effort. Mastery is assessed via summative 
assessments (50% of the quarter grade) and formative assessments (50% of the quarter grade), while effort is 
primarily assessed via practice assignments that will not be graded. 

 
A teacher of any course will enter no fewer than 8 grades every 2 weeks. The teacher, in conjunction with the 
department chair, will determine the appropriate balance of summative and formative assessments. Teachers 
should prioritize having more practice assignments than assessments. Teachers will collaborate with their Teaching 
Assistant, if applicable, to grade and input grades. 

 
Mastery grades may include, but are not limited to, quizzes, exit tickets, homework or classwork accuracy, tests, 
projects, and lab reports. 

 
Practice assignments may include, but are not limited to, homework and classwork completion, class participation, 
discussion grades, and completion of rough drafts. 

 
Category Weight Notes and Examples 
 
 
 
 
Summative 
Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
50% 

● Graded for mastery with answer key or a student-facing rubric; 
students get testing accommodations 

● Designed before the unit begins and reviewed by IL 
● Students work without teacher input, prompting or support beyond IEP 

accommodations 
● Work is graded at grade-level standard or in a comprehensive manner 
● Exams or projects involve a mix of content and skills from across a whole unit, 

quarter or year. 
● Projects may take multiple days or tests use a whole class period or more 
● Example: quizzes*, unit test; labs, DBQs, writing projects, portfolios 
● Staff are advised to vary the type of summative assignments to meet diverse 

learning styles 
 
 

 
Formative 
Assessment 

 
 
 

 
50% 

● Graded for accuracy (correct answers or work in limited areas) or 
completion** 

● Students work completed with limited teacher input, prompting or 
support beyond IEP accommodations 

● Work is graded for key targeted skills, correct answers. work OR for 
targeted mastery areas, or completion 

● Tasks usually take less than one class period or evening to complete 
● Practice grades can include grading only part of an assignment 
● Tasks can cover one skill in depth, or a few skills or content pieces mixed 

together 



 

 

● Task can often or usually be completed in one class period 
● Examples: quizzes*, tickets to leave/exit tickets, target tasks, on-

demand writing, homework, discussions, classwork, review 
packets, target tasks, notes, Do Nows 

 

E. SUMMER ACADEMY 
 

Students needing to recover credits may recover some credits during summer academy, which takes place after final 
exams. Students will only receive credit if they demonstrate mastery on the final exam, project, or course 
requirements as defined at the outset of the program and meet all attendance requirements (no more than 2 
absences). If students meet these requirements, they will earn credit for the course. If students do not, they will be 
required to repeat the course to earn credit and/or enroll in an equivalent class to earn the required credits for 
graduation. 

 

F. SENIOR EXTENSION 
 

Grade 12 students needing to recover exactly 1 credit at the end of the year in order to meet the requirements for 
graduation may do so during senior extension, which takes place after senior exams and in conjunction with Match 
Alive (before graduation). Students will only receive credit if they demonstrate mastery on the final exam, project, 
or course requirements as defined at the outset of the program and meet all attendance requirements (no more 
than 2 absences or 4 tardies). If students meet these requirements, they will earn credit for the course and be 
considered eligible for their diploma. If students do not, they will be required to remain enrolled at Match for an 
additional year in order to earn credit for the course and be considered eligible for their diploma or complete the 
credit during Summer Academy and graduate in August. 
 

G. SEAL OF BILITERACY* 
 

Match Charter Public School is excited to offer our seniors the State Seal of Biliteracy. 

From doe.mass.edu: 

The State Seal of Biliteracy is an award that recognizes high school graduates who attain high functional and 
academic levels of proficiency in English and a world language in recognition of having studied and attained 
proficiency in two or more languages by high school graduation. Our vision is to help students recognize the 
value of their academic success and see the tangible benefits of being bilingual. The State Seal of Biliteracy takes 
the form of a seal that appears on the transcript or diploma of the graduating senior and is a statement of 
accomplishment for future employers and for college admissions. 

Eligibility requirements: 
 

Student Criteria for the State Seal of Biliteracy Student Criteria for the State Seal of Biliteracy with 
Distinction 

Meet all graduation requirements Meet all graduation requirements 

472 or higher on Grade 10 ELA MCAS 501 or higher on Grade 10 ELA MCAS 

A score equivalent to or higher than Intermediate High 
on the school-administered world language assessment 

A score equivalent to or higher than Advanced Low on 
the school-administered world language assessment 

 
 



 

 

H. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & CHEATING VIOLATIONS 
 

All Match students are expected to display academic integrity and be accountable for their schoolwork. Cheating is 
defined as giving or receiving answers on any assignment in an attempt for one party to misrepresent another’s 
work as the first student’s own. Some examples of cheating are: 

● Copying answers, work, or text from another student’s homework, test, quiz, or essay. 
● Using unapproved notes or resources during an exam or quiz. 
● Using text from an online source in an essay without clearly and appropriately citing the source material. 
● Accessing the internet during an online exam. 
● Gaining access to a test ahead of time without teacher explicit permission. 
● Using a phone in class during a test/quiz or checking a phone in the bathroom during a test/quiz. 
● Sharing a calculator or other tool during a test or quiz. 
● Not following all testing procedures and protocols with regards to the breaks, restroom usage, and 

leaving the testing environment. 
 

It is an act that is treated extremely seriously at Match (and at all colleges and universities). As such, the responses 
to cheating in any class at Match High School are: 

 
● 1st Instance: Family phone call from teacher and meeting with teacher and student to determine additional 

consequences. 
● 2nd Instance: Family phone call from administrator and meeting with principal, teacher, Cluster Leads, and 

student to determine additional consequences. 
● 3rd Instance: Meeting with principal, teacher, Cluster Leads, family, and student to determine additional 

consequences. At this point, the academic integrity breaches may be reported to colleges on disciplinary 
record. 

● Serious or repeated offenses may be reported to colleges on disciplinary record. 
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